FE'B. 20. 2006 4:52PM POWELL, GOLDSTEIN (DTI-17) 



NO. 28? P. 8 



CLAIMS AMENDMENTS 



1 , (currently amended) Process for producing cigarette packs (1 0) of the hinge-lid 
type with an outer wrapper made of film and with a tear-open strip (12) applied to the 
outer wrapper, charaotorizod by comprising the following steps of; 

a) ^diliiy Lhc tear opon ptripn (1?) to drawing a continuous film web (1 3) sfLsta 
reel (15) . 

b) sGvoring blan l cc (11) fortho outor w r appor f rom the oontlnuous film web (13} - , - 
drawing a material strip (18) for producing the tear-open strip (12) t G - provid e4 

with ftff of a separate strip reel MflV the mater ial strip (181 having precisely 
positioned printing or markings (24) thereon, and feeding the material strip (IS ltj 
thP nnntinuous film web (13). 
r{\ appivipg the material strip (1 S) to t he continuous film web (1_3L 

d) sensing the printing or markings (24) on the material strip (18) for producing of 
the tear-open strip (1 2) aro conse # by a print-mark reader (26) after the material 
strip (18Hor prnducingthe tear-open strip (12) has been attached aQplied to the 

film web (13), and then 

e) spverina blanks (1 1 Wor th e outer wrapper from the continuous film web (13) to 
which the material strip (18) has been a pplied, wherein a severing cut for 
severing the blanks (1 1) with the tear-open strips (12) from the continuous film 
web (1 3) is controlled in accordance with the detected printing or mari<ings (24) 
of the tear-open strip (12). 
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2. (currently amended) Process according to Claim l , charactorizod in tha t wherein 
the film web (13) te too - Vhas printinQ, markinaG, further comprises printed marks (25)-eF 
the l i ko, and in that ^aid - printing) printed marks (26), oto r-are sensed by sensors - 
printed-mark readers (30) - proforably by - o e par^t e printed - mark roadorc (30) aso i gnod 
to said - p ri fiting or print e d - marks (25) of tho fi l m web (13) > 

3. (currently amended) Process according to Claim 1 , el=^af actorfzed in tha t wherein 
the printinaT or markings (24) a - nd/or print e d marks (35 >- SG f=t G e d by tho sonsors or 
print e d - mark roadoro (26 , 30) are evaluated for the purpose of controlling the drive of 
the film wob (15) and/o F ot - t h o -material strip (18). 

4. (cancelled). 

5. (cancejied). 
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6. (currently amended) Apparatus for producing cigarette pacl<s (1 0) of the hinge- 
lid typer with an outer wrapper made of film and with a tear-open strip (1 2) applied to the 
outer wrapper and likewise consisting of film, in which blanks (1 1 ) for the outer wrapper 
are severed from a continuous film web (13) that has a tear-open strip (12) applied 
thereto, O t afactorizod by t he following foa tii rnR comprising : 

a) ^..tri prA^i MQ^containina the a material strip (l 8) for producing the tear-open 
strips th<> material Strip (18) lo provldod with having precisely positioned 
printing or markings (24) th^rpon. the material strip (18) being held ready on thQ 
ctri p rpa! (1^ for bftinp drawn o ff along a oath of movement. 

b) « ro«i containinn ^hft t^ontlnuft n ? film web f13^ the continuous film web (13) 
Hpinq hPiri rpadv on the rp^l MS^ for b e ing drawn off along the path of movemep L 

r ) a mean.'^ ft^r ar^nlvino the material stri p f 1 8^ to the continuous film web (13) along 
the path nf movement. 

ri ) a Drintert-marl< reader located In the region of the path of movement e* along 
whinh the material ^^n" MR^ for producing the tear-open strips (12)€emeetedis 
applied to the film web (1 3), fee - film web (13) io asslgne d-a yyhereinthe prirtted- 
mark reader (26) for the purpose of Donsing senses the printing or markings (24) 
of the material strip M8^ for prod udna the tear-open strips (12), 

ee) the printed-mark reader (26) Is connected to an evaluation unltjconnectedtothe 
pririteri-mark reader (26). for evaluafing the detected positions of the printing or 
markings (24) on the material strip (i k) fnr producing the tear-open strip (1 2) 
sensed bvthe printed-mari < reader. 

f) a mean.'^ fnr severing the blank f 1 1^ co ntaininQ the tear-onen strip (12) from the 
^ntinnoi ic, film wsb n 3^ to which the m aterial strip ( 1 B) has been applied, and 

4^ drive elements for the continuous film web (1 3) jflt Uereby the drive elements are 
controlled by the printed-mark reader (26) via the evaluation unit. 



#983389 v1 - ptr-mbp-foo022006-1 

PAGE 10/18' RCVD AT 2QOI2006 4:48:33 PM [Eastern Standard Timer SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-6I26 ' D(IIS:2738300'CSID:4I)45726999' DURATION (nim-ss):04^0 



-FEB.. 20. 2006 " 4:52PM" ' POWELL, GOLDSTEIMDTI-I?) NO. 287 P. 1 



7 (currently amended) Apparatus according to Claim 6, etefa6*ef«e44rv4l^^ 
comnds^ at least two ee^sefs^^rinted-marK readers (26. 30) ^W^vided-for ^ 
pwpes^sensing printing,^ markings (24)rPrif>te ^ .l^ (2^). etc. b o th < ^ 

Mijilu al :trlp (in ) . n i f - "P'-" '■■■ " ^^ ^^Q^- '^ ^^^ ^ ^'"^ '"^" '^ ^'' ' "^ 
Mi i nlcc l mnrlr C^-^) . I ^'--^ ^^^^ Dori l l uiiLiI i n an off ^f^ t m n nn r r if^ 

i Glation to tho matorial ctrip (l Q) or to tho tear opon otripo (12) . 

8. (currently amended) Apparatus according to Claim ©7, charactcrizod i ft 
th ^nrth^rcomorising conveying elements for the material strip (1 8) and/or the film web 
(13 H^ o viJ ed v^ il h material ' ^trip (1 0 ) and/or toar opon strip (1?) , wherein thft convgyinq 
elenisnte eaPHbeare controlled by the eensef^-printed-mark readers {26> 30) 
feepeet^^ changing thea drive speed of the film web (1 3) and/or material strip (1 8). 

9. (currently amended) Apparatus according to Claim 8, otoraotorizcd in thatfj jrthgl 
comprising Lor r / cying roi l or ^ (31 . 0 7) and/or driv o rollers (28.31^ a5sig«ed4efQr 
driving the film web (13) and/or the material strip (18)^6a^b e , i^^hpr^^in the rollers are 
driven by controllable servomotors (29, 33). \ ^\ng possiblo fora nd the servomotors 
(29, 33) te-begre controlled by the printed-mari< readers (26, 30). 

1 0. (currently amended) Apparatus according to Claim 9,- cliaractcriiiod by the 
fftllrnBiing fQaturoB W herelQ i 

g) a Luntinllrihlr drivr rnllrnr- '•""'^'■^ (28) is aFfafifedlocated in the region of 
the film web (13) , and is provided with tear-open strip (12) or material strip (18), 
preferably immediately upstream of a blank station (14), 

b) g f urt h e r rr nt r-rV - '- - >-/Mi^«nnther of the rollers (31 ) is positioned in the 
region of the material strip (18), and 

c) the two dr i v e c l e m e nt? f l ri'"^ r»nnr ( in ) n .ii ■ i- i nn r n l lr r m ^^ 7) ■ r fm 

b ^piiftrs ^gfl. 311 are controlled by seRS®fs-the printed-mark readers (26. 30)- 
ai ^ uy ita a to tho trn r npn n otrips (12) orth r^ matoria l otrip (1 R)> on the one? h n n d . 
and to tho film web (13). on the othor hand . 
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1 1 (currently amended) Apparatus according to Claim 1 0. «*,afaeteffeedM^ 
^^^,^^^„^^te.^^»,,ey^^ third of the rollers (37) for the matoria l striH^is 
positioned adjacent to a severing subassembly for severing tear-open strips (12) from 
the material strip (1 8)r4TH=) d il i o u l ar adjac e nt tn n G utter ro l ler (36) . 

12. (cancelled). 

13. (cancelled). 

14. (cancelled). 

15. (cancelled). 

1 6. (currently amended) A PP^'^*"^ accordinn to Claim 1 , further OQmpri$i"q two 
Reelreels forthe.material strips (18) for the production of athe tear-open strip (12)-te-be 
attached to a blank (11), ° ^mm^P ^^^^ ^63^- withwheiein the material strip 

(1 8) indrawn off of both of t he reels anils laid on atht film web (1 3) and ^t^^e^flg 
pocoibioto Govcrfhp blanks (1 1) with tear-open strip (12) are severedfr om the latteffilrn 
web MS W oh aiaGtcrizcd in tha t i n order to fo od two matorial ctr i p'. (1 0 ) to one film w nh 
(13) (each) the two material ctfifio (1 0 ) arc woun d un a l u i i i iiiuii c .■■rrir r. in p n rt i n ii lnr n n 
Q - common rcol oholl or on a common reel coro (63) . 

17. (currently amended) Reel according to aaim 1 6. Gharactorizod intha l w MD 
the two single-reels (46, 47) are wound on the common reel core (63) at a slight 
distance from one another , pi uf ui ably with a m ntr hing winding ctn irtii ro . 

18. (currently amended) Reel according to Claim 16, cha r aoterizcd in th ntMiergm 
two immediately adjacent, parallel material strips (18) 6ai:v^are wound on a single, 
common strip reel (45) and ean-beare drawn off together as a unit. 
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19 (currently amended) Process according to Claim 2. e*waeteri2e44.H».^^ 
the printing,^ markings (24) aBd^e^p4Rted^«ari^sensed by the se^^se^ 
pnnted-mark readers ^^0) are evaluated for the purpose of controlling the drive of 
the film web (l3) ^ U / ui o f t he m ntn rin i n tri p (1R) . 

20. (cancelled). 

21 . (currently amended) A process for producing cigarette packs <10) of the hinge-lid 
type with an outer wrapper made of film, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a material strip (1 8) with precisely positioned printing or markings (24) 
and for producing tear-open strips (12) with tho prociac l y pooitionod printin o o r 

m arldngo (24) thoroon ; 

b) attaching the tear-open strips (1 2) with having the precisely positioned printing or 
markings (24) thereon to a continuous film web (13) from wh i ch indMdual blanks 
( 41) for tho outer wrapper compriping tho tear open stripo (12) aro pro du rPFt ; 

c) sensing the printing or markings (24) of the tear-open strips (12) with a print 
printed- mark reader (26); 

d) controlling the positioning of a severing cut for sfevering ^ individual blanks (11) 
comprising the tear-open strips (12) from the continuous film web (13) in 
accordance with the sensing of the printing or markings (24) of the tear-open 
strips (12); and then 

€) severing the individual blanks (1 1 ) for the use as an, outer wrapper from the 

continuous film web (13) based on the sensing of the printing or markings (24) of 
the tear-open strips f-to>, x./hor^in ths blanks (11) comprisR r portion of the 

.c film wPh f 13) an H th. tP^r-onen strin f 1 P> and whereby the printing or 
^orwinri^ nf the tea r-op^rt strips f12) are T)Ositioned in a precise position 
rpiativfi to the blank (11) . 
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22. (currently amended) An apparatus for producing cigarette packs (1 0) of the 
hinge-lid type with an outer wrapper made of film, comprising: 

a) means for providing a material strip (1 8) with precisely positioned printing or 
markings (24) ^ th.reon for producing tear-open strips (12) with the proci col y 
pu citioncd pr i nting or markings (21) thoroon ; 

b) means for attaching aEE!yiQa.the tear-open strips (1 2) ^ havinfl.the precisely 
positioned printing or markings (24) thereon to a continuous film web (13) ffem 

wli l Ji i i i Ui^ id uil h i nnin (1 1 ) f"-^'-" ""^"^ '^Pr ^' - fn m n r i^ J i . u llic tcaf opn n n trip-i 

(12) aro produced ; 

c) a printed-mark reader (26), located proximal to a path of movement where the 
tear-open strips (12) are attashe^ aBElied.to the film web (13). for sensing the 
positions of the printing or markings (24) e*orLthe tear-open strips (12); 

c) an evaluation unit, connected to the printed-mark reader (26). for evaluating the 
sensed positions of the printing or markings (24) on the tear-open strip (12); and 

d) drive elements, which are controlled by the printed-mark reader (26) via the 
evaluation unit, for driving the continuous film web (13) so as to allow the 
severing of the individual blanks (11) for the outer wrapper from the continuous 
film web (13) at a position based on the sensing of the printing or markings (24) 
ef on.the tear-open strips m o\ whereby the printinn or markings f?4> of the tear- 
^P^,. ctripa (1 Q\ are pnsitinned in a p rprisR ry^sition rHRtive tO the blank (IjJ, 

23. (new) Process according to Claim 2, characterized in that the printed marks (25) 
are evaluated for the purpose of controlling the drive of the film web (1 3). 
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